Secure by
Statute: States

Push Cloud
Innovation

“From the South to the Northeast,
governments are taking decisive
action to strengthen cybersecurity
through new legislation designed
to modernize systems, while
protecting sensitive data and
making sure government agencies
are ready for what’s to come in
digital technology.”

- Govtech.com



https://www.govtech.com/security/states-make-legislative-moves-to-boost-security-innovation
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Across the country, states are stepping up cybersecurity legislation to encourage
secure cloud adoption and unified governance. By migrating to vetted cloud
platforms, agencies aim to enhance data protection and strengthen inter-agency
collaboration. These new laws also unify oversight and security protocols, setting a
shared baseline for public agencies and their vendors.

Collaboration is paramount, connecting municipalities, states, and federal partners
for rapid incident response and knowledge sharing. This push for innovation and
modernization paves the way for emerging technologies and agile strategies.

Ultimately, this wave of legislation underscores the importance of compliance
readiness for any vendor working with government agencies. Those with proven
security measures and adaptable approaches to regulatory changes stand to thrive
in this evolving landscape.

Emphasis on Secure Cloud-Based Solutions

Mississippi’'s House Bill 1491 lays out a five-year roadmap (2026-2030) to migrate every state and local

agency to vetted cloud services. A new Cloud Center of Excellence inside the state IT department will set
adoption standards, oversee governance and run ongoing security assessments to keep threats in check.

Beyond infrastructure modernization, the bill frames the cloud as a catalyst for cost control and scalability.
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State CIO Craig Orgeron expects the shared framework to “enhance efficiency, improve scalability and drive

cost savings across state agencies,” positioning cloud security as a budget-friendly upgrade.

For public-sector project owners, the lesson is clear: choosing platforms architected for secure multiagency

collaboration reduces the lift of complying with forthcoming state standards while unlocking long-term

operational savings.

Centralized and Standardized Cybersecurity Frameworks

Indiana’s Senate Bill 0472 would compel every political subdivision, agency, school corporation and

public university to follow a single set of cybersecurity policies by December 31, 2027, backed by a new

cybersecurity insurance program and a breach-funded trust to reinforce accountability.

Many states are signaling that GovRAMP (formerly StateRAMP) will be the

GovRAMP reference model for cloud security, mirroring the way FedRAMP standardizes risk

management at the federal level. Standardization eases the policy labyrinth that

often slows technology rollouts. It also elevates expectations for third-party solutions: vendors will need to

natively support unified controls and reporting triggers so agencies can satisfy audits without costly overlays.

As more states adopt Indiana’s one-policy approach, platforms with configurable permission models, built-in

audit trails and one-click FedRAMP and GovRAMP compliance exports will stand out—enabling project teams

to enforce least-privilege access and furnish audit evidence in minutes instead of weeks.
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https://legiscan.com/MS/text/HB1491/id/3071275
https://legiscan.com/IN/text/SB0472/id/3127155
http://www.kahua.com
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Collaboration Across Agencies and Stakeholders

Mississippi complements its cloud push with the Statewide Data Exchange Act (Senate Bill 2267), creating a secure, cloud-based

information-sharing platform, plus a CIO council charged with interoperability and security oversight. By baking collaboration into
the law itself, legislators acknowledge that modern cyber defense hinges on real-time data flow among agencies—not isolated
silos.

New Jersey’s Senate Bill 3835 heads in the same direction, proposing an Office of Cybersecurity Infrastructure to coordinate

operations across state, county and local entities and to integrate emerging Al tools under a single umbrella. Centralized leadership
clarifies responsibility for incident response and shortens the feedback loop when best practices evolve.

Project environments that enable granular but frictionless information exchange—think role-based permissions, automated version
control and transparent audit trails—will help agencies fulfill both the letter and the spirit of these collaboration-first mandates.

Innovation in the Public Sector

Arizona’s House Bill 2736 is essentially an innovation testbed: a seven-year, statewide pilot to roll out data encryption upgrades,

annual security audits and mandatory product security assessments across major departments. Legislators are signaling that
experimentation—backed by continuous measurement—is the new normal for cyber strategy.

New Jersey ups the ante by mandating that its proposed Cyber Infrastructure Office oversee not just security, but also the
responsible deployment of artificial intelligence across government services. This blend of threat-mitigation and Al exploration

shows that states are looking for partners who can deliver both hardened security layers and rapid feature evolution.

Solutions with modular architecture, low-code extensibility and secure APIs allow agencies to pilot new capabilities—such as
predictive risk analytics or automated document reviews—without rewriting their security baseline each time innovation strikes.
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https://legiscan.com/MS/text/SB2267/id/3120067/Mississippi-2025-SB2267-Engrossed.html
https://legiscan.com/NJ/text/S3835/id/3143548
https://legiscan.com/AZ/text/HB2736/id/3153608/Arizona-2025-HB2736-Engrossed.html
http://www.kahua.com

Long-Term Digital Transformation

A common thread in every bill is the multiyear horizon: Mississippi’s cloud
migration and Arizona’s encryption pilot both stretch through 2030, while
Indiana sets a 2027 deadline for enterprise-wide policy compliance. By
legislating phased milestones, states are institutionalizing transformation as an
ongoing journey rather than a single procurement event.

“Legislators are already

pointing agencies toward This extended planning window rewards platforms that scale smoothly
pre-vetted marketplaces from pilot to enterprise, support policy changes without reimplementation

- FedRAMP for federal and embed continuous monitoring so agencies can prove progress at each
workloads and the legislative checkpoint.

emerging GovRAMP
registry for state and local Legislators are already pointing agencies toward pre-vetted marketplaces—

projects - to accelerate FedRAMP for federal workloads and the emerging GovRAMP registry for state
secure adoption.” and local projects—to accelerate secure adoption. Solutions that achieve or
inherit these authorizations remove months of procurement friction and give
ClOs instant assurance that core controls meet the strictest baselines.

For construction-focused PMIS providers like Kahua, articulating a roadmap that
mirrors state timelines—delivering secure cloud solutions today and evolving
continuously to meet future requirements—demonstrates alignment with the
public sector’s new, strategic approach to cybersecurity-driven modernization.

A Secure Roadmap for the Decade Ahead

State lawmakers have made one thing unmistakably clear: long-term digital transformation and ironclad cybersecurity now go hand
in hand. By aligning platform strategies with multiyear legislative timelines, agencies can modernize confidently, knowing they’ll
remain in lockstep with evolving mandates and threats.

Kahua's secure, cloud-first PMIS—Dbuilt for configurable governance, real-time collaboration, and rapid compliance reporting—
meets those demands today and scales for tomorrow’s innovations.

Now is the time for public owners and their technology partners to chart a shared roadmap that safeguards data, accelerates
delivery, and drives measurable value for every taxpayer dollar.
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